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Typhliasina Whitley 1951, an unneeded replacement name for Typhlias Hubbs 

1938 (Ophidiiformes: Dinematichthyidae)
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Hubbs (1938) described Typhlias pearsei, representing both a new genus and species of blind cusk-eel (Ophidiiformes: 

Dinematichthyidae) from freshwater caves and sinkholes of the Yucatán peninsula of Mexico. Whitley (1951:67) 

proposed Typhliasina as a replacement name for Typhlias, citing a list of zoological names published by Neave 

(1950:284), but did not mention the taxon and author to which the putative senior homonym belonged. Cohen and 

Nielsen (1978:60) treated Typhliasina as a junior synonym of Ogilbia Jordan & Evermann 1898 in their provisional 

classification of the Ophidiiformes, wherein they mentioned that Typhlias Hubbs 1938 is preoccupied by Typhlias Bryce 

1910 in rotifers. Typhlias Bryce 1910 has subsequently been given as the senior homonym in three important works: the 

FAO species catalog of ophidiiform fishes (Nielsen & Cohen 1999:134), Checklist of the Freshwater Fishes of South and 

Central America (Nielsen 2003:507), and a revisionary study (Møller et al. 2004:186) in which Typhliasina is 

resurrected from the synonymy of Ogilbia. However, a careful reading of Neave (1950) and Bryce (1910) reveals a fact 

that had apparently been overlooked: Typhlias Bryce 1910 is not an available name, but a lapsus for Typhlina Ehrenberg 

1831.

Ehrenberg proposed the name Typhlina for a genus of blind (hence the name) rotifers from a pool near Cairo, Egypt. 

The written description appeared in Hemprich & Ehrenberg (1831: unnumbered page 21). A plate illustrating the type 

species, T. viridis, was published earlier (Hemprich & Ehrenberg 1828: pl. 1, fig. 17a); this plate would later be bound 

with the 1831 text in most institutional copies (Bauer 2000:10). In 1910, Bryce commented on the validity of Typhlina, 

noting that other microbiologists believe the genus was “founded on imperfect observations of animals which, if again 

seen, have been referred to other groups of the Rotifera” (p. 62). Typhlina is mentioned three times on this page and is 

correctly spelled each time. On page 81, the type species of Typhlina is mentioned, but it is spelled “Typhlias viridis.” 

Clearly, Typhlias is a lapsus for Typhlina.

From 1939 to 1950, entomologist Sheffield Airey Neave edited the first five volumes of Nomenclator Zoologicus, a 

record of the bibliographical origins of the names of every genus and subgenus in zoology published since the 10th 

edition of Linnaeus’ Systema Naturae in 1758. Typhlina appeared in volume four as: “Typhlina Ehrenberg 1831 (pls. 

1828),” with the earlier year referring to the plates (Neave 1940:600). Volume five contains two entries: “Typhlias (pro 

Typhlina Ehrenberg 1828) Bryce 1910, J. Quekett micros. Club., (2) 11, no. 67, 81” and “Typhlias Hubbs 1938” (Neave 

1950:284). The precise meaning of the Latin suffix pro- in the first entry is not clear, but it could mean “for,” in which 

case it may be indicating that Neave regarded Typhlias as a lapsus for Typhlina. Note that the cited page number (81) is 

where the lapsus occurred. (Note also that Neave changed the date from 1831 to 1828, perhaps dating the name to the 

plate.)

It appears that Whitley misread Neave’s volume five entry, believing it to mean that Bryce renamed Typhlina to 

Typhlias in 1910. Upon consulting Bryce’s paper, however, it is clear that he did not. Today, the online Rotifer World 

Catalog regards Typhlina Ehrenberg 1831 as “genus inquirendum et incertae sedis” and a junior homonym of Typhlina

Wagler 1830 in Reptilia (Jersabek & Leitner 2013). The misspelling “Typhlias” is not mentioned.

Since Typhlias Bryce 1910 is not an available name, it cannot be a senior homonym of Typhlias Hubbs 1938. 

Therefore, Typhliasina Whitley 1951 is an unneeded replacement, and the generic name of this unique blind, cave-

dwelling cusk-eel should return to the one it was originally given in 1938.

Acknowledgment

R. Fricke helped me interpret Neave’s Typhlias entry in the Nomenclator Zoologicus and has long been my trusted 

advisor on nomenclatural and bibliographical issues regarding fishes
Accepted by L. Page: 4 Aug. 2017; published: 12 Sept. 2017
 371



Literature cited
Bauer, A.M. (2000) The Symbolae Physicae and the herpetology of Hemprich and Ehrenberg’s expedition to Egypt and the Middle 

East. Newsletter and Bulletin of the ISHBH, 2, 1, 8–16. 

Bryce, D. (1910) On a new classification of the Bdelloid Rotifera. Journal of the Quekett Microscopical Club, Series 2, 11 (67), 61–92, 

1 pl. 

Cohen, D.M. & Nielsen, J.G. (1978) Guide to the identification of genera of the fish order Ophidiiformes with a tentative classification 

of the order. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Technical Report, NMFS Circular, 417, 1–72.  

https://doi.org/10.5962/bhl.title.63242

Hemprich, F.G. & Ehrenberg, C.G. (1828) Symbolae physicae, seu Icones et descriptions animalium evertebratorum, sepositis insectis,

quae ex itineribus per Libyam, Aegyptum, Nubiam, Dongalam, Syriam Arabiam et Habessiniam. Officina Academica, Berlin, 10 

unbound plates.

Hemprich, F.G. & Ehrenberg, C.G. (1831) Symbolae physicae. Animalia evertebrata exclusis insectis. Officina Academica, Berlin, 67 

unnumbered pp. 

Hubbs, C.L. (1938) Fishes from the caves of Yucatan. Carnegie Institution of Washington Publications, 491 (21), 261–295, pls. 1–4. 

Jersabek, C.D. & Leitner, M.F. (2013) Typhlina Ehrenberg, 1831. In: Jersabek, C.D. & Leitner, M.F. (2013) The Rotifer World 

Catalog. World Wide Web electronic publication. Available from: http://www.rotifera.hausdernatur.at/Genus/Index/166 (accessed 

9 July 2017)

Møller, P.R., Schwarzhans, W. & Nielsen, J.G. (2004) Review of the American Dinematichthyini (Teleostei: Bythitidae). Part I. 

Dinematichthys, Gunterichthys, Typhliasina and two new genera. Aqua, Journal of Ichthyology and Aquatic Biology, 8 (4), 141–

192. 

Neave, S.A. (1940) Nomenclator zoologicus. Vol. 4. Q-Z and Supplement. The Zoological Society of London, London, 758 pp. 

Neave, S.A. (1950) Nomenclator zoologicus. Vol. 5. 1936–1945. The Zoological Society of London, London, 308 pp. 

Nielsen, J.G. (2003) Family Bythitidae. In: Reis, R.E., Kullander, S.O. & Ferraris, C.J. (Eds.), Check List of Freshwater Fishes of 

South and Central America. EDIPUCRS, Porto Alegre, pp. 507–508.

Nielsen, J.G. & Cohen, D.M. (1999) Family Bythitidae. In: Nielsen, J.G., Cohen, D.M., Markle, D.F. & Robins, C.R. (Eds.), FAO

species catalogue. Vol. 18. Ophidiiform fishes of the world (Order Ophidiiformes). FAO, Rome, pp. 94–135. 

Whitley, G.P. (1951) New fish names and records. Proceedings of the Royal Zoological Society of New South Wales, 1949–50, 61–68. 
SCHARPF372  ·  Zootaxa 4319 (2)  © 2017 Magnolia Press


	Acknowledgment
	Literature cited


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
    /Arial-Black
    /Arial-BlackItalic
    /Arial-BoldItalicMT
    /Arial-BoldMT
    /Arial-ItalicMT
    /ArialMT
    /ArialNarrow
    /ArialNarrow-Bold
    /ArialNarrow-BoldItalic
    /ArialNarrow-Italic
    /ArialUnicodeMS
    /CenturyGothic
    /CenturyGothic-Bold
    /CenturyGothic-BoldItalic
    /CenturyGothic-Italic
    /CourierNewPS-BoldItalicMT
    /CourierNewPS-BoldMT
    /CourierNewPS-ItalicMT
    /CourierNewPSMT
    /Georgia
    /Georgia-Bold
    /Georgia-BoldItalic
    /Georgia-Italic
    /Impact
    /LucidaConsole
    /Tahoma
    /Tahoma-Bold
    /TimesNewRomanMT-ExtraBold
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-ItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPSMT
    /Trebuchet-BoldItalic
    /TrebuchetMS
    /TrebuchetMS-Bold
    /TrebuchetMS-Italic
    /Verdana
    /Verdana-Bold
    /Verdana-BoldItalic
    /Verdana-Italic
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 2.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 5.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [1200 1200]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


